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MEMORANDUM 


NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 


URGENT 

ACTION 



March 28, 1975 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 
FROM: 


SECRETARY KISSINGER 


W. R. SMYSE 
WILLIAM L. STEARMAN 






SUBJECT: 


Letter from President Ford to 
President Thieu 


/ 


We received a call from Ken Quinn today. He said the main problem 
in South Vietnam right now is a psychological one. The people feel 
confused, uncertain, and abandoned by their principal ally on whom 
they have so long relied. 


There is little we can do to alleviate this in the short run, and perhaps 
even in the long run. But we believe it would be helpful for the President 
to send a message to Thieu that would not be just another private letter 
but a public statement of support for all the people of South Vietnam. 

The President cannot say very much right now, but we believe even 
a little bit will help. Paul Theis has cleared the text of the proposed letter. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


That you sign the memorandum at Tab I to the President. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STF'" 
. THE SECRETARY 


Sir: 


Since the point of this new letter 
to Thieu is its public nature, I 
recommend that you approve. Hie morale 
factor is critical in Saigon now. 
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MEMORANDUM 
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1931 


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 


ACTION 



FROM: 


THE PRESIDENT 


HENRY A. KISSINGER 


SUBJECT: 


Letter from You to President Thieu 


I believe a principal problem right now in South Vietnam is that the 
people feel abandoned bV an ally on whom they have come to rely 
for many years. 

In order to overcome thisAl recommend a letter from you to President 
Thieu (Tab A) expressing o\r support for the Vietnamese people. 

Paul Theis has cleared the tex£ of the proposed letter. 

RECOMMENDATION: 


That you sign the letter to President Thieu at Tab A. 



\ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 



ear Mr. President: 


* 

/ 


/ 


/ 


/ 


I W^sh tc^use this occasion to convey through you to the 
Viet^am^se people th^ support of the United States in your 
countiyv's\effort to defend itself and to /recover from the 

North Vietnamese offensive. 

; 

The Unite^Y State sj has begun a larg^- scale effort to evac- 
uate refugees fr^m threatened areas. U. S. Navy ships 
as well as clSril^hn vessels will W used. Other nations are 
also assistiraeV If these areas ate steadfastly defended, I am 

ehcue operation will succeed. Our assistance 


confident the 
in the evacua 


/ 


onN^s clear evitjfence of our intent to help. 


/ 


The people pf South Vietnarryhave been counted out before, 
but they haVe rallied rto triufcnph. I am confident that the 
same can happen. againXand that your people can muster 
the will add determination to prevail in the present 
struggle. / 

♦ 

* 

I wish ta assure y^u anji the S^uth Vietnamese people that 
this Administration win continue to do everything possible 
to give you the suppprt you need> 


\ 


Sincerely, 


\ 


f 


\ 


His Excellency 
Nguyen Van Thieh 
President of the Republic 
of Vietnam 

; 

Saigon 
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